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But It was evident that the views of Mr. Greeley
and his school In the Republican party were far from
meeting with general acceptance, and it was also ob-
served that Mr. Douglas and his followers carefully
abstained from admitting the right of secession, and
from putting their recommendations to evacuate the
Southern forts on any other ground than that of
present expediency. It was, in short, plain enough
before Mr. Lincoln's accession to the Presidency that
the action of the Cotton and Gulf States In leaving
the Union had met with wellnigh universal dis-
approval throughout the North, irrespective of party
lines, and that concessions of any sort were not to be
expected.

President Lincoln, In his inaugural address, ex-
pressly confirmed the attitude of his predecessor
as to the holding of the forts and the collection of
the customs-duties. Not a syllable dropped from
his lips looking to any toleration of the views of the
secessionists. In fact it was not impossible to con-
strue the distinct statement of his Intention "to
hold, occupy and possess the property and places
belonging to the Government" BO as to embrace an
intention to recapture those of which the seceding
States had taken possession. He emphatically in-
sisted on the indivisibility of the Union, and on the
view that the United States constituted but one
nation. No encouragement for the recognition of
the States which had seceded could be drawn from
any utterance of his.

lu this attitude the new President was unques-
tionably sustained by public opinion. While the